
       

   

  
 

                    

    

                         

                   

        

                     

                     

          

     

                        

          

 

MTPS Summer Reading List for Rising 5-6 

”The UES 

Summer Scoop” 
Served to you by Mrs. Herb 

Happy Summer! Continuing to read over the summer is important to keep up your reading skills, and it’s just 

plain fun. 

My best advice to you is to read what you are interested in! But, if you would like some ideas, here are a few 

of my favorites to get you started. (Remember, they are just suggestions, they are NOT required reading!) 

Fred Korematsu Speaks Up by Laura Atkins 

When the U.S. government was requiring people of Japanese ancestry to move to internment camps during WWII, one boy refused to 

go. “This story of Fred Korematsu's fight against discrimination takes us through the life of one courageous person who made the 

United States a fairer place for all Americans." (back cover) 

Revolution by Deborah Wiles 

Sunny and her brother sneak into the local pool, and their lives are forever changed when they are caught. With actual song lyrics, 

newspaper clippings, and photos, Sunny’s fictional story comes to life. 



        

                          

          

            

                        

                   

           

                            

             

         

                          

            

        

                     

         

                      

                

Star Wars: Jedi Academy by Jeffrey Brown 

Did you think that Jedi Knights are always selected at birth and are completely devoted to their training? Well, you might be wrong. A 

great book for fans of Graphic Novels or Star Wars. 

Zane and the Hurricane: A Story of Katrina by Rodman Philbrick 

Zane and his dog, Bandy, are stranded in the attic, with floodwaters from Hurricane Katrina closing in on them. Salvation comes in the 

form of Mr. Tru and Malvine, who float by in a canoe. Will they make it to safety? 

Wonder (the 2013 UES Read-It-Forward book) by R. J. Palacio 

What’s a kid to do when he feels and acts just like any other kid, but looks nothing like them? Auggie finds true friends and realizes 

that standing out isn’t always as bad as he thought it would be. 

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 

Ivan, a great gorilla, has lived in a circus-themed mall for years, and he has grown accustomed to his life there. All that changes when 

Ruby, a baby elephant, joins their sad little zoo and show. 

Granny Torelli Makes Soup by Sharon Creech 

Rosie is mad at Bailey, but Granny Torelli, her wisdom, and her soup seem to work wonders in mending hurt feelings. 

A Long Way from Chicago by Richard Peck 

One thing is certain...Joey and Mary Alice will never, ever, forget the summers they spend with their grandmother. From corpses that 

move to finding the sheriff in his underwear, Grandma Dowdel keeps life interesting all summer long. 



 

      

                     

       

                      

    

 

      

                     

         

       

                           

         

               

                      

  

 

Saving Zasha by Randi Barrow 

In post-WWII Russia, owning a German Shepherd could cost you dearly, but that didn’t stop Mikhail from taking in Zasha. 

The Seer of Shadows by Avi 

Ghosts seeking revenge, and a photography apprentice determined to find out the truth, will keep you in suspense - and may be 

hiding under your covers! 

Fablehaven (series) by Brandon Mull 

After learning that their grandparents’ house is actually a sanctuary for magical creatures, Seth and Kendra find themselves deep in the 

middle of a struggle between good and evil. 

Swindle (series) by Gordon Korman 

Griffin Bing and his band of middle-school friends refuse to let the bad guy win. Showing no fear (or at least not much), and using their 

wits, they manage to solve case after case. 

Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream (non-fiction) by Tanya Lee Stone 

Long before Sally Ride became the first American female in space, thirteen amazing women trained for the honor of becoming a U.S. 

astronaut. 



      

           

     

        

         

      

           

                    

Need more ideas? Try these: 

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea 

Running Out of Time by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt 

Go! A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design (non-fiction) by Chip Kidd 

Courage Has No Color: The True Story of Triple Nickles, America’s First Black Paratroopers (non-fiction) by Tanya Lee Stone 




